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GOAL SUNDAY is here! Each year we set aside
four Sundays as special days to invite our friends and
neighbors to join us for worship and Bible Class. The
first of these in 2018 will take place this week,
Sunday, February 4.
We hope you will take
advantage of this opportunity to pass along an
invitation. This is a wonderful way to introduce others
to the congregation here at Gloster Street. After our
morning services, we will enjoy a potluck meal
together in the annex. Invite. Invite. Invite.
OUR CAMPAIGN
For the past ten years, we have conducted doorknocking campaigns in six different states. During
these efforts we have held Gospel Meetings, Vacation
Bible Schools, or both. This year will have plans to
conduct a campaign with the Columbia church of
Christ in Columbia, Mississippi. The campaign will
take place June 7-10. I hope that you will consider
taking part in this important work. If you are
interested, or if you would like more information,
please let me know.
SPEAKING OF SUMMER…
It is not too early to make plans to help with our
Vacation Bible School here at Gloster Street. Our
VBS will take place June 25-29. As always, we will
be in need of teachers and workers. Be sure to mark
your calendars!
FHU LECTURESHIP
As you may know, Freed-Hardeman University’s
lectureship begins this week. If you have time, you
would benefit from attending for a day. If you cannot,
you can watch the lectures from Loyd Auditorium on
the FHU’s website: www.fhu.edu.

Sunday at 9:00 a.m.
SuperTalk 95.9 FM

May God Bless You All!

Chad Ramsey
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BIBLE STUDY BUILDS THE LORD’S CHURCH (Part 2)
Chad Ramsey
What can be done?
Given the obvious spiritual benefits that result from a well-run Bible School, it would seem that
every local congregation would want to implement such a program. Some, however, do not know where
to begin. So what must be done to develop the kind of Bible School program that builds and strengthens
the Lord’s church? Let me suggest three areas to focus upon.
First, the Bible School program must place an emphasis upon the development of effective teachers.
Just because someone is a good public speaker does not mean that he can effectively communicate
God’s will to a class. The Bible class teacher must be able to bridge the gap between the message of
God’s word and the needs of his audience. To focus only upon Scripture without making application
leaves the audience swimming in a sea of facts but longing for something more; to focus only upon
modern problems without providing a Biblical foundation offers nothing more than empty hope.
Effective Bible study requires both exegesis and application. Churches should be aware that some
individuals need to be taught rather than serving as teachers (Hebrews 5:12). Nevertheless, the
development of teachers must be a priority. Congregations that would like help in developing their
teachers would do well to schedule a Teacher’s Workshop such as the one conducted by the Gospel
Advocate Company.
Second, the Bible School program must have a curriculum plan that is both balanced and
comprehensive. Whether a congregation seeks to produce its own material or utilizes some of the
excellent classroom material that is available for purchase, it must make sure that its curriculum is both
biblical and engaging. When we say that our congregation’s education program is a top priority but
send our children to classrooms that have not been decorated in many years, our actions speak much
louder than our words. Classrooms serve as a reflection of how important we perceive Bible study to be.
If teachers care enough to prepare their classrooms, students will notice. And unless our curriculum
covers the entire Bible, we will likely have gaps in our knowledge of those things that are most needful.
Third, the Bible School program must be promoted. One way to do this is to set aside special
days to push for visitors to attend. On these days, each member can make a special effort to invite
friends and neighbors to Bible study. The goal for such days is to introduce our visitors to both the local
congregation and to a structured Bible study program. Bible study can certainly be used as a tool to
build the Lord’s church! The Bible School program can be a wonderful tool for evangelism.
Does it really make a difference?
Do the efforts put forth to emphasize Bible study really make a difference? Congregations whose
memberships are composed of spiritually stable, mature, thankful and fruitful individuals will certainly
answer in the affirmative. They will be joined by individuals who first learned about Christ and His
church through the invitation of a friend or acquaintance. I am personally thankful that a gospel
preacher in Baxter, Tennessee, made the effort to invite and pick up a five-year-old boy and his threeyear-old sister for Bible study more than sixty years ago. As far as he can remember, that was the first
time that my earthly father ever went to church. Eight years later he preached his first sermon, and he
has now been preaching the gospel for more than fifty-five years. In addition, that little girl, my aunt,
married a gospel preacher. Besides those two, I also have an uncle, a brother-in-law, and a first cousin
who are preachers as well. We all owe a debt of gratitude to the one who extended the initial invitation.
It certainly made a difference in my life. There is no doubt that Bible study builds the Lord’s church.
For this reason, we must all make an effort to “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18).
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Just For Fun
Who asked:
1. “What shall I do with Jesus?”
2. “Who touched me?”
3. “Who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?”
4. “Who is on the Lord’s side?”
5. “Can two walk together, except they be agreed?”
6. “Watchman, what of the night?”
7. “Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?”
8. “How long halt ye between two opinions?”
9. “And what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humby
with thy God?”
10. “What doth hinder me to be baptized?”
Last week’s answers: 1. Elizabeth, 2. Naomi, 3. Eunice, 4. Sarah, 5. Haggar, 6. Rachel, 7. Rebekkah, 8. Simon Peter’s mother, 9. Jochebed, 10. Mary, 11.
Hannah, 12. Salome, 13. Bathsheba, 14. Deborah, 15. Athaliah

Sympathy
Sympathy is extended to Marie Crowe and family on the passing of her sister-in-law, Etta Rae
Wilson. Her funeral service was held on Tuesday, January 30 in Iuka.

First Sunday Singing
Our First Sunday Singing at Gloster Street is February 4 at 5:00 p.m.

Girls’ Leadership Class
K-6th grade girls’ leadership training class will meet next Sunday, February 4 at 3:30 p.m. in the
annex.
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Our Record
Worship A.M….…….….……...237
Bible Classes…………………...198
Worship P.M…………………...175
Wednesday (1-24).......................NA
Contribution…………..…...$12,316
Weekly Budget……….……$12,750

DEACONS
Louis Cervantes
Travis Cornelius
George Heath
Greg Jones
Branyan Johnson
Tony Milam

Louis Miro
Rusty Palmer
Carlton Plunk
Dennie Smith
Steve Walden

UPCOMING...
GOAL SUNDAY……………………..………………February 4

MINISTERS
Chad Ramsey Brian Galloway

Area Wide Youth Meeting……………………..February 11

CHURCH OFFICE
Andrea O’Rear, Secretary

APPOINTMENTS FOR FEBRUARY 4, 2018
Sunday Morning Worship

Sunday Evening Worship

Reading…...................Sam Cervantes
Scripture…..................................TBA
Prayer……………..........Marty Rowe
Closing Prayer…........Taylor Walden
Song Director…….......Steve Walden

Reading……………….George Heath
Scripture………….…………….TBA
Prayer………………….James Segars
Closing Prayer……….Mike Burleson
Song Director………...Kevon Brooks
Song Director (2-7)..Johnson Ramsey
Speaker (2-7)...............Mike Burleson
Prayer (2-7)............Taylor McDonald

Lord’s Table
North Side

South Side

Monte Key
Rob Logan
Wyatt Logan
Jim McAuley
Taylor McDonald

Gary Martin
Tony Milam
Rusty Palmer
Ronnie Parker

Alternates: Ralph Perry, Carlton Plunk,
Johnson Ramsey, Chase Rowe

Prayer List: MEMBERS: Loretta Payne, Herb Guin,
Thomas Aderholt, Paul Burleson, Wanda Burleson, Geneva
Brooks, Karen Wade, Meg Bradley
FAMILY & FRIENDS: James Draper, Bruce Carter, Ed
Herndon, Annette Gann, Modena Green, Curt Mize, Joe Mears,
Wayne Jackson, Alma Wilson, Kristy Tucker, Hayden Pippins,
Addison Fowler, Jai Eschete, Beau Baker, Sue Walton, Elise
Jones, Annette Clifton, Gale Presnell, Fred Mobley, Max
Wilson, Doris Wright, Brent Martin, Tim Romito

Health Care Centers: Elizabeth Pritchard - Avonlea

Nursery Attendants
Worship A.M..Tina Milam, Kim Overton
Bible Study….Rosanna Miro, Janis McCoy
Worship PM...Jill Palmer, Michelle Plunk
Wed. (2-7)…..Bethany Patterson

Assisted Living, rm. 304
Geneva Brooks – Union Co. Health & Rehab, rm. 401B

